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Congratulations, 


Lady Vikings 


all expectations 


Courtneybierman 


‘Stare Warren 


After losing five starting seniors in 
2011, many people questioned what 
Northwest volleyball would have to offer 
in the 2012 season. The girls knew losing, 
those seniors would be a huge change 
for the team. Fans and spectators of 
Northwest volleyball wondered how far 
the team would make it in the season. 

The girls, however, brushed off all the 
nd knew they would give it 
hey had to prove these people 


negativity, 
their alle 


wrong, 
There was talk around the school 
that Northwest would be getting three 
new players for the upcoming season 
This came true when Morgan Westphal, 
Kennadi Keezer and Erin Sorhan 


transferred to Northwest. Rouzee knew it 
would be tough to find coom for all these 
players in the court, but she dide’t realize 
what was in store for her team. 

The team worked haed all summer 
and attended many 


amps. In a summer 
tournament in Omaha, the Northwest 


am ranked up with class A schools. 
The coaching staff and players began 
to realize that they had one thing most 
teams didn’t: determination. 

neared, chatter 
continued to fill Grand Island about the 


As the se: 


Vikings 
However, throughout the season, the 
Vikes encountered some he: 


tewrenching, 
tragedies. Two men who were very close 
and supportive of the team passed away 
Though this was tough for the team to 
handle, they came together to realize just 
what life was about. 

This could have very well been 
the piece that made the team’s puzzle 
complete. The Vikes continued to play 
together with their two angels looking 
over them, 

Mid-season, the Vikes went to 
Columbus Lakeview for conference and 
came home conference champs. This kept 
the ball rolling for these girls. After their 
last few regular season games, the Vikes 
moved on to their next big milestone 
Districts. After sweeping Hastings, Coach 
Rouzee reached her 600th career win. 

Showing up two nights later to 
defeat Aurora, the Viking girls claimed 
their district championship for the 12th 
consecutive year. 


Players, coaches and fans began to 


exceed 


realize that this team was 
the real deal. The girls were 
in it to win it, and nothing 
would stop them. 

Anticipation grew in 
every Northwest fan as 
state volleyball approached. 
Coaches and players 
seemed confident going 
into state as the number 
one seed. The volleyball team 
knew there were big shoes to 
fill, since Coach Rouzee has 
led her previous five teams to 
state runner-up. 

Coach Rouzee said going 
into state, she felt confident 
with her girls. 

“They were aggressive 
and competitive on the court. 
After beating Pius in three 
sets, at Pius, I knew we had 
a good shot at being in the 
championship again.” 

At State, the Viking girls 
took hold of the reins as 
they defeated York, in four 
sets. They came out fired 
up again the next day to 
slide past Waverly in three 
sets. This meant the Vikings 
would be playing in the state 
championship game yet 


Saturday, November 10th, 
was the day the Vikes awaited all year. It 
was time. Anticipation grew throughout 
the event center as each player of the 
Northwest and Gretna teams were 
announced. 

The first point of the match was given 
to Gretna on an ace block. However, the 
faces of the Northwest volleyball players 


showed that they were not going to back 


down. Northwest took the first set 
but Gretna fired back with a 31-29 win 
over the Vikes in the second set. 

Northwest bounced back in the third 
0. Gretna stepped up their 
game in the fourth set to take down the 
Vikes 25-11 

With tight scoring matches, spectators 
thought it might be another runner-up 
year, But the Viking girls knew it was the 
perfect time to come out and make their 
dreams come true. With back and forth 
rallies, it was hard to pick which team 
would come out on top. 

After having the lead early in the 


set to win 25- 


match, Northwest continued to battle as 
Gretna tried pushing through for the win 


“When we were down 13-12, in the 


Sth set, I really wasn't sure if we would 
be able to pull it off,” said Rouzee. Hearts 
were pounding, sweat was dripping and 
voices were coaring as the Vikes were 
neck-and-neck with the Dragons. 

At 14-13, the Vikes played for the win. 
Gretna got the next point, tying the Vikes 
14-14. With loud clapping, Katie Placke 
tossed the ball to serve. After a long and 
vigorous rally, Morgan Westphal sealed 


the Vikings’ fate with an ace block. 

Tears of joy filled the players as they 
dog piled each other mid-court. The 
volleyball girls and coaches finally got to 
experience what it was like to put that 
gold medal around their necks, rather 
than the silver. 

“Having coach Rouzce put that first 
place medal around my neck, made me 
realize that everything I worked for 
this season was worth it!” said junior 
McKenzie Brown. 


Should it stay or 
should it go? 


Two staffers’ opinions on 
the State tourney in Gl 


ady Vikings 


Move State Volleyball 
back to Lincoln 


have in Grand Island, and, 
of course, go shopping. 

Asa fan, going to state When I think about 
volleyball is fun'no matter —_Lincola I always think about 
the location. understand how many different things 
fora player of Northwest they have to do there and 
why they like State Volleyball how fun it is to get away 
to be in Grand Island; they from Grand Island. Now 
get to sleep in theie own Grand Island is starting 0 
beds, they don’t have to catch up with some of the 
worry about leaving anything restaurants, and only about 
behind, and they seem to half of the shopping 
ave a bigger fan section, Having Stare Volleyball in 

For me, I enjoyed going Lincoln gives a great excuse 
to Lincoln to support the to go watch great volleyball, 
girls, but I did not have cat somewhere different for 
to worry about forgetting every meal, and do some 
anything, or getting enough shopping at the stores we do 
rest. Ijust had to worry not hit up very often, 
about cheering loud, and Lincoln is close enough 
supporting the team. Itwas for a day trip, or far enough 
always.a fun trip downto —_—_ for a weekend stay in a hotel 
Lincoln, to geta hotel for Either way, as a fan, I enjoy 
aweekend away. Tnot only Lincoln bei 
got to watch great volleyball for State V 


the destination 
yall. It may 
in Lincoln, but while Twas be a trip for some, but 


there vising Igot to eatat Lincoln offers so much more 
restaurants we do not than Grand Island does 


Keep State Volleyball 
in Grand Island 


NeleighHall don’t get me wrong, but its 


Srase Waren convenient to stay in my 


own bed at night. Finally, 
Asa volleyball player,I Grand Island is geowing 
enjoy having State in Grand every day, we are getting 


Island. new stores and resturant 
The reason why I like such as: Olive Garden and 


having it here is because Texas Road House. 
with all the things we have Having State Volleyball 
going on its nice w know —_gives those new businesses 
af T forget something Iean the chance to show off what 
easily get it If it was stil they have to offer. Grand 
in Lincoln that would be Island has opened many 
very stressful. Also having more hotels since the State 
stare in Grand Island, I feel Faie. Since State Volleyball 
like we have a bigger crowd has moved to Grand Island, 
to support us; which is wwe need more space for 
always helpful. Also it’s nice everyone. Also, Grand Island 
because as ateamwecan —_is the place to be right now 
have practices before we go Yes, it would be an experience 
off a play a big game. We tw play in the Collis, although 
also have the opportunity winning stare is a huge 
to talk to our coaches about accomplishment wherever 
the game plan. you are. 

When state was in Overall, having stare in 
Lincoln we had to stay ina Gand Island is a lot better 
hotel, which is always fun than having it in Lincoln. 


SPECIAL EDITION - STATE VOLLEYBALL 


2012 Class B State Volleyball Champions 
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